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DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on a computer belonging to an officer of the Coombe Abbey
Woodturners. Your details are purely for the use of the Club, and are not passed to any third
party. If you object to your name, address and telephone number being held on a computer
belonging to an officer of the Club, then please write to any member of the committee.

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

Woodturning can be dangerous! Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions and safety
advice when operating power tools. Never try the techniques shown at our demonstrations or
in our Newsletter if you are unsure or the procedure does not feel safe. Always use the
guarding and other safety equipment.

The Club takes reasonable care to operate and instruct in a safe manner and strongly recom-
mends all members to follow the Club’s Health and Safety rules and the guidance notes that
the AWGB issue in their Revolutions magazine from time to time.

Committee Members and Contacts

Chairman,Treasurer
  & Membership Secretary Lee Cartwright
Vice Chairman   Giles Headley
Secretary & Library Custodian Peter Orange
Events Secretary   Patrick Byrne
Newsletter & Web Site Editor Rob Sheehan
Training Coordinator  Michael Archer
    Graham Ball
    Rod Young
    Phil Steele
    Graham Hudspith

Gillian Henley-Clover

Website: https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org

Copy Deadline for the June 2026 issue of the Newsletter is:-
Saturday 23rd May 2026

Please forward your News, Stories and Photographs to:-
  Robert Sheehan- Newsletter Editor -
  M: 07905 185122. E-mail: robsheehan@virginmedia.com

© Copyright Coombe Abbey Woodturning Club 2026
The content of this newsletter must not be copied or reproduced without the written

permission of the newsletter editor.

https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org
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From the Editor

up of the demonstration. You can find
Lee’s demo on page 16.

On page 8, you can find pictures of the
Dalmann Open Day. Quite a trek to
Swindon but worth it.

On page 10, you can find pictures from
the club’s stand at the Daffodil Festival at
Monks Kirby.

Members’ work can be found on page 28.

There are still a few items for sale starting
on page 30.

Note - if you were planning to see Jason
Breach at West Midlands club, the
demonstrator has changed to Les Thorne.

Regards
Rob
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Club chairman, Lee
Cartwright, was our
demonstrator this month.
I was on holiday, so
thanks to Pete Orange
for his photos and write

https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org


4

Editor’s Jottings
Lee is very busy with work and family matters,
so I’m filling in again this month.

Woodworks at Daventry takes place this week
on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd May. It’s free
to park and free to attend, so please support the
event and the club by coming along buying a
raffle ticket. The tea and cake are also great. As
well as many woodturning clubs, there will be
demonstrators and traders who will help you
part with your hard earned cash. There is also
a second-hand stall if you are after a bargain.

Spring is here at last, so get into the workshop
and start turning. We have more external charity events this year, so we
need lots of little things to sell. Mushrooms, mice and rabbits seem
popular this year. You can also sell items with the club taking 10%. Just
make sure your name and price are clearly marked else it will be sold for
charity!

We will be selling items and raffle tickets at Coombe on Bank Holiday
Monday, May 4th and again at the Town Thorns care home (CV23 0JE)
on Saturday 9th May. We will be at Coombe again on Bank Holiday
Monday May 25th and a new location Broughton Astley Carnival on
Saturday June 13th. The carnival is held on Thomas Estley Playing
Fields, but I can’t find details of where to park.

I hope you all enjoyed Lee’s demonstration. I’m waiting to receive the
photos to put in this newsletter. I’m your demonstrator at Shilton on
Friday May 22nd. I was at the Coombe workshop today, practising the
piece which I saw Rick Dobney turn a few weeks ago.

Remember YOUR Club needs you and your support.

Kind Regards

Rob
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One Line Philosopher:
“Great art picks up where nature ends.”

Marc Chagall 1985



6

Hamlet Craft Tools (A Company Profile)

The Hamlet Craft Tools brand was created by T. Cooper Tools. Devel-
oping on their previous tool ranges, they branded the tools "Hamlet" as a
reminder of the company's previous home at the Abbeydale Industrial
Hamlet, Sheffield.

Hamlet Craft Tools was purchased by Henry Taylor (Tools) Ltd. In 2006.
Henry Taylor are world renowned and have been manufacturing tools
since 1834, combining the traditional pride and skills of those far off days
with the aids of modern technology. Only the best quality steel is used,
coupled with advanced heat treatment, to ensure that the finest of cutting
edges is not only achieved but also maintained.

Hamlet produce a complete range of high quality turning tools from
gouges and scrapers, parting tools, hollowing tools, and beading and
captive ring tools. You have a choice of standard high speed steel (HSS)
or the harder wearing M42 steel.

Tel: 0114 234 0282
Email: sales@henrytaylortools.co.uk

The Forge
Peacock Trading Est.,

Livesey Street,
Sheffield. S6 2BL

For more information visit https://henrytaylortools.co.uk/hamlet/

Coombe Abbey Woodturning Club would like to thank Paul Wragg and
Henry Taylor Tools (owner of Hamlet Craft Tools) for sponsoring this
month’s newsletter. Please support our sponsor by buying your turning
tools from them and don’t forget to mention that their sponsorship of our
Newsletter is greatly appreciated.

Editor

This Month’s Newsletter Sponsor
Hamlet Craft Tools

 https://henrytaylortools.co.uk/hamlet/
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 https://henrytaylortools.co.uk/hamlet/
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Dalmann Open Day 11th April 2026

Dalmann are based near Swindon (RG17 8AB), so it’s a bit of a trek.
Parking and entry is free and so is the tea and coffee! Les Thorne was the
demonstrator. They have  good supply of timber for sale, both planks and
woodturning blanks. I picked up several pieces of spalted Beech which is
my favourite timer.
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Daffodil Sunday 2026 at Newham Paddox

Coombe had a charity stall, the pole lathe and a powered lathe to promote
the club and to raise money for the Air Ambulance. Members could also
sell items with the club receiving 10% of the sale price. It was a nice day
until 3pm when the heavens opened!
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Daffodil Sunday - continued
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Daffodil Sunday - continued
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Lee Cartwright 24/4/2026
by Peter Orange

Club chairman Lee showed some colouring without
expensive air brushes and the like.

He started with a large piece of sycamore which he
was going to turn into a bowl with a coloured rim,
and then colour using clingfilm, paint brush
and iridescent colours.

Lee trued up the edge and flattened the bot-
tom. He then cut a chucking recess on the
bottom of the platter.

Lee shaped the underside, turn-
ing a curve up to about halfway.
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Lee Cartwright - continued

Lee sanded, sealed and waxed the bottom using
Hampshire Sheen.

Lee turned the front of the piece, starting with a
bowl gouge, and finishing witha skew as a neg-
ative rakescraper as the sheer cut gives a good
finish

He used sanding sealer to help make the end
grain a better finish which was sanded smooth.
Lee applied more sealer.

He then sprayed a coat of black ebonising lac-
quer on the piece, although he then said that
black car spray paint would do just as well and
is cheaper.

He then used Pound Shop shot glasses to hold
his stain and a flow medium to mix and thin
out the stain. The stain used was Jo Sonja,
which has no colour until spread on the work,
so take note of the bottle colours.
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Lee Cartwright - continued

He used blue and cerise colours which
were applied onto the black rim with a
bush, being just dabbed on randomly.

He then slapped a sheet of ordinary
clingfilm onto the work before the paint
dried, to create a better effect.

Lee then hollowed out the bowl and
detailed the rim. He then used lacquer.
Lee said he usually cuts the lacquer
back after two coats with burnishing
cream and for a good finish uses at
least six to seven coats.
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Lee Cartwright - continued

After lunch Lee used a ready turned Pot Pourri
bowl. This he coloured using spirit stains. Note -
wear gloves!

Lee used yellow, green and orange
stain, starting with the lighter colour
first on top of sealer. This was just
dabbed on using tissue paper in a ran-
dom fashion. He then put Hampshire
Sheen on again for speed but prefers at
least six coats of lacquer.

When asked about his choice of wood,
he said he prefers sycamore for his
coloured work, although he said beech
or maple could be just as useful. About
30% of his work carries colour.



23



24

Lee Cartwright - continued
Lee then turned a small live edge bowl from
a yew log. This was almost a miniature work.

His advice was to start at the outside edge
and work in, as this helps with the bal-
ance of the work when spinning in the
lathe. He also advised to sand this type of
work by hand or drill, not while it is
spinning in the lathe if you value your
finger tips!

Again he used Hampshire
Sheen as a finish.

This was an entertaining and informative demonstration by Lee and was
enjoyed by everyone.
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Some of Lee’s Work
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Motor Control Warehouse offers high-quality inverters and motors specifically designed for 
lathes, delivering performance, reliability, and flexibility for both hobbyists and industrial 
workshops. 
Run 3-Phase Motors on a Single-Phase 230V Supply 
With our inverters, you can easily run a 3-phase motor from a standard single-phase 230V 
supply, provided the motor is rated for 230V 3-phase operation. This opens up the possibility of 
using powerful 3-phase motors in environments where only single-phase power is available, 
without compromising on performance. 
Full Speed and Direction Control 
Our inverter solutions allow complete control of motor speed and direction, giving you precise 
operation for machining tasks. Whether you need slow, controlled cuts or rapid movement, our 
systems give you the flexibility to optimise your lathe’s performance. 
Cost-Effective and Reliable Motors 
Unlike traditional single-phase motors, these 3-phase motors do not require capacitors, making 
them more cost-effective and highly reliable. Fewer components mean less maintenance and 
reduced risk of failure, ensuring your lathe keeps running smoothly. 
Smooth, Adjustable Ramped Starts 
Inverters provide a fully adjustable ramped start, which: 

• Reduces start-up currents 
• Minimises mechanical stress on gears, pulleys, and bearings 
• Extends the life of your lathe’s moving parts 

This feature makes the start-up process much gentler on your machinery, giving you peace of mind 
and longer-lasting performance. 
Why Choose Us? 

• Expert support in selecting the right motor and inverter combination 
• High-quality motors and inverters suitable for lathes and other machining equipment 
• Reliable, cost-effective solutions for both industrial and hobbyist applications 
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Members’ Work

These items were on display
during Lee Cartwright’s
demonstration.
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Items For Sale
Disclaimer

The club is not responsible for any item appearing on these pages. The
buyer and seller must make their own arrangements as to the condition,
suitability, delivery, payment and price etc.

Workzone Lathe For Sale

Offers in the region of £170.00.
See Mike Smith at Coombe Abbey Wood Turners

Or ring 07866192621.
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Items For Sale - continued
The following items have been donated to Coombe Woodturners by the
family of the late Derek Bird. Contact Rob Sheehan if you are interested
in any item listed below. All items are used.

robsheehan@virginmedia.com or O79 O51 851 22

Calculator insert. £1
Bowl caliper. £5
Marble Tile 4”, 6”, 8” £2 each
Fisherman Pen Box £2
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Notices
Stratford Racecourse Family Day

We have been invited to Stratford Racecourse family day on Sunday 12th
July. We plan to take a powered lathe & generator, the pole lathe, raffle
tickets, charity items and items for sale. It will be another chance to test
out our new gazebo. Volunteers please, to help on the day.

Items For Sale - continued

Sorby Sizing Tool (No
blade) £10

Veritas Optical Centre
Punch £5

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Activities of other clubs in the Midlands area
As a matter of courtesy and to ensure that there is space available to accommodate
members wishing to visit other clubs demo’s, please use the contact telephone number
where shown.

North Warwickshire & Hinckley Woodturners
Tuesday May 5 Demo Emma Cook
 Tuesday May 19 Demo Martin Randall

Contact Rob Sheehan 07905185122
—------------------------------------------------------

Tudor Rose Woodturners
Thursday 14 May  TBA
Thursday 28 May  Paul Hannaby Demonstration

Contact Colin Smith 07939-004375 communications@tudor-rose-turners.co.uk
—------------------------------------------------------

West Midlands Woodturners
Sunday 17th May  Hands On – Natural Edge Bowls

Contact  Chris Jones 07580 195561  crjones5691@gmail.com
—------------------------------------------------------

West Northants Woodturners

Wednesday 6th May AGM
Wednesday 20th May Viv Harvey

Contact  Tom Donnely 01327 349093
—------------------------------------------------------

Trent Valley Woodturners

Wednesday TBD

Contact  Ian Ethell https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
—------------------------------------------------------

Heart of England Woodturners

Saturday 9th May - Les Thorne - All day demonstration

Contact  Giles Dugmore (Chair)​ 0779 2424775

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Coombe Woodturners Branded Items for Sale
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Clarification to the above notice:

The charge does NOT apply to tutors who are teaching a student, nor to
committee members when attending a committee meeting.

Workshop Notice
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Coming up
Friday 26th June Demo by Paddy Byrne. Shilton

Next Meeting
Friday 22nd May Demo by Rob Sheehan. Shilton

Meeting Locations:
(W) Walsgrave Baptist Church, 10am - 4pm

Hinckley Road, Coventry, CV2 2EX.
(S) Shilton Village Hall, 6:30pm - 9pm

Wood Lane, Shilton, CV7 9JZ
 (C) Coombe Abbey Workshop 10am - 12 noon, 1pm - 3pm

Brinklow Rd, Coventry CV3 2AB

Calendar of Events 2026
Mar 6/7 Fri/Sat Newark Show

14 Sat W Chris Parker

April 5/6 Sun/Mon C Easter Bank Holiday

12 Sun Daffodil Festival, Monks Kirby

24 Fri S Lee Cartwright

May 1/2 Fri/Sat Woodworks at Daventry

4 Mon C Early May Bank Holiday

9 Sat Town Thorns  Care Home

22 Fri S Rob Sheehan

25 Mon C Spring Bank Holiday

Jun 13 Sat Broughton Astley Carnival

26 Fri S Paddy Byrne

Jul 12 Sun Stratford Race Course

Aug 2 Sun Town Thorns  Care Home

28 Fri S TBD

30/31 Sun/Mon C August Bank Holiday

Sept 5 Sat W Pottery - Giles Headley

25 Fri S Phil Steele & Paddy Byrne

Oct 10/11 Sat/Sun AWGB Festival, Stratford

23 Fri S Ian Ethel

Nov 14 Sat W Robert Till

Dec 12 Sat W Christmas Party


