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DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on a computer belonging to an officer of the Coombe Abbey
Woodturners. Your details are purely for the use of the Club, and are not passed to any third
party. If you object to your name, address and telephone number being held on a computer
belonging to an officer of the Club, then please write to any member of the committee.

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

Woodturning can be dangerous! Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions and safety
advice when operating power tools. Never try the techniques shown at our demonstrations or
in our Newsletter if you are unsure or the procedure does not feel safe. Always use the
guarding and other safety equipment.

The Club takes reasonable care to operate and instruct in a safe manner and strongly recom-
mends all members to follow the Club’s Health and Safety rules and the guidance notes that
the AWGB issue in their Revolutions magazine from time to time.

Committee Members and Contacts

Chairman,Treasurer
  & Membership Secretary Lee Cartwright
Vice Chairman   Giles Headley
Secretary & Library Custodian Peter Orange
Events Secretary   Patrick Byrne
Newsletter & Web Site Editor Rob Sheehan
Training Coordinator  Michael Archer
    Graham Ball
    Rod Young
    Phil Steele
    Graham Hudspith

Gillian Henley-Clover

Website: https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org

Copy Deadline for the July 2026 issue of the Newsletter is:-
Monday 22rd June 2026

Please forward your News, Stories and Photographs to:-
  Robert Sheehan- Newsletter Editor -
  M: 07905 185122. E-mail: robsheehan@virginmedia.com

© Copyright Coombe Abbey Woodturning Club 2026
The content of this newsletter must not be copied or reproduced without the written

permission of the newsletter editor.

https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org
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From the Editor

support the club at the show.

The club was selling raffle tickets and
charity items at Coombe over the two
bank holidays. Pictures are on page 37.

Pictures of my off-centre inset bowl
demo at Shilton can be found on page 38.

On page 44, you can see some pictures
from my Danube river cruise.

On Saturday 13th June, the club will be at
Broughton Astley Carnival. Please
support the club by coming along to help
set up, sell raffle tickets and sell charity
items.

Our next demo is Paddy Byrne on Friday
26th June at Shilton. Please support him
and the club by coming along. If you
can’t drive or prefer not to, get in touch
and I will try to arrange transport for you.

Regards
Rob
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Chairman’s Jottings
Hi everyone hope you are all well.

We have had a busy month throughout May. First-
ly the Daventry Woodworks which went off very
well. Although a slightly different set up this year,
there were at total of 14 clubs from across the UK
that attended. Coombe got 1st place in the club
competition which was a bowl of fruit. All of the
other competition places are in the newsletter. It
was an enjoyable weekend and a big thank you must go to all of those
members that helped set up and took part in the competitions over the
weekend. Next was the early Bank holiday at Coombe. It was very mixed
weather wise, cold and windy on the Sunday and warmer on the Monday.
Overall we had good sales of charity items and raffle tickets and a few
members’ sales to. We then visited Town Thorne nursing home and again
the weather was good and we had reasonable sales of raffle tickets and
charity items.

We also had a couple of Demos at Shilton. Myself and Rob Sheehan.
Both demos went well and all that attended had a good evening and
enjoyed the demos.

We were back at Coombe for the late May bank holiday weekend and it
was Hot, Hot, Hot. We had a good weekend of both raffle ticket sales and
charity sales. Members’ sales did well to again. A big thank you to all of
those involved with the weekend and a special thank you to Martin for
the Magnums on Monday, we all enjoyed them.

For upcoming demos and events, please look at dates further on in the
newsletter.

We have been putting the new 6x3m Gazebo and Generator through their
paces at club events and I think the feed back has been very positive.

We have produced a tri fold with all information confirmed as far as
possible, but this will be added to through the next month or so and will
be available to print as part of the newsletters.
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One Line Philosopher:
“Time, the devourer of all things.”

Ovid 8 CE (Publius Ovidius Naso, 43 BC – 17 CE)

The next Event is on the 13th June which is Boughton Astley Carnival.
We are still looking for more volunteers. Please speak to Phil or Paddy.

Then we have Stratford Racecourse on July 12th. Again please let one of
the committee members know if you can help with this event.

OUT-STANDING MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 2026

There has been some Red letters sent out by AWGB. Please don't panic
if you have already paid your membership. There has been some delay
in sending them through, due to the delay in some members renewing
this year. My Apologies for this but all is in hand.

Club and AWGB memberships are now overdue (these should have been
paid by end of January). Please make sure you renew your membership
otherwise you will not be able to use the workshop as you will not be
insured by the club.

Membership fees 2026:
Club Membership £15 + AWGB membership Single £24 = £39.
Family membership £15 per person + AWGB Family £36.
These can be paid using Cash, Card or Bank Transfer.

I look forward seeing as many of you as possible at up-and-coming
events over the next few months.

Stay safe, keep turning. YOUR Club needs you and your support.

Kind Regards

Lee
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Yandles (A Company Profile)
Situated in the picturesque village of Martock, Yandle and Sons has a

legacy spanning over 160 years. The
expansive Yandles Woodworking
Centre, unrivaled in size and scope
across the entire country, caters
comprehensively to woodworking
enthusiasts. What sets Yandles Wood-
working Centre leagues ahead of its
competitors is its expansive self-selec-
tion Hardwood Timber Store. Housing
a vast array of over 60 timber variations

across Planking, WoodTurning, and Carving Blanks. Additionally, an
on-site Arts & Craft Shop, Gift & Home Shop, Gallery and Café await,
all with ample FREE parking. At Yandles we offer a range of courses
including: Woodturning, Pyrography, Joinery, Sharpening and more!
Discover Yandles today!

Yandle & Sons Ltd, Hurst Works, Hurst, Martock, TA12 6JU
Phone: 01935 822 207

Email: sales@yandles.co.uk
For more information visit https://www.yandles.co.uk/

Yandles is one of the best source of timber for woodworkers and wood-
turners that I know. They have large stocks of planked timber in many
varieties both native and exotic. They also have large stocks of turning
blanks, both spindle blanks and bowl blanks. Machines, tools, accessories
and finishes are also available. I like to visit on show days when, as well
as demonstrators and trade stands, there is also a good discount off the
timber.
Martock in Somerset is quite a journey but well worth the effort. Coombe
Abbey Woodturners would like to thank Yandles for sponsoring this
month’s newsletter

Editor

This Month’s Newsletter Sponsor
Yandles

 https://www.yandles.co.uk/
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Woodworks at Daventry - Overall Result
Club Position Points
Trent Valley 1 52
Middlesex 2 50
Ise & Nene 3 49
Village Turners 4
Coombe Abbey 5
West Midlands 6=
West Northants 6=
Tudor Rose 8
Hinckley 9
Burcot 10
North Bucks 11
Heart Of England 12
Cannock Chase 13

The
Coombe
Stand
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best Stand

1st - West Midlands
2nd - Ise & Nene
3rd - Middlesex
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best Bowl of Fruit

1st - Coombe Abbey
2nd - West Northants
3rd - Hinckley
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best Piece

1st - Village Turners
2nd - Trent Valley
3rd - Burcot
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best 3 Legged Stool

1st - Middlesex
2nd - Coombe Abbey
3rd - Village Turners
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best Goblet

1st - Ise & Nene
2nd - North Bucks
3rd= - Coombe, along with all

other goblets
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Woodworks at Daventry - Best Decorated Platter

1st - Tudor Rose
2nd - Trent Valley
3rd - West Midlands
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Woodworks at Daventry - Coombe Abbey Stand

Thanks to all who contributed pieces for the stand. The new stand
looked good but didn’t make it into the top 3 this year. Thanks
especially to Don Kildin who made the stand.
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Woodworks at Daventry - Coombe Abbey  Bowl of Fruit

Thanks to all who provided pieces of fruit for the competition. Thanks
especially to Rod who turned the bowl.
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Motor Control Warehouse offers high-quality inverters and motors specifically designed for 
lathes, delivering performance, reliability, and flexibility for both hobbyists and industrial 
workshops. 
Run 3-Phase Motors on a Single-Phase 230V Supply 
With our inverters, you can easily run a 3-phase motor from a standard single-phase 230V 
supply, provided the motor is rated for 230V 3-phase operation. This opens up the possibility of 
using powerful 3-phase motors in environments where only single-phase power is available, 
without compromising on performance. 
Full Speed and Direction Control 
Our inverter solutions allow complete control of motor speed and direction, giving you precise 
operation for machining tasks. Whether you need slow, controlled cuts or rapid movement, our 
systems give you the flexibility to optimise your lathe’s performance. 
Cost-Effective and Reliable Motors 
Unlike traditional single-phase motors, these 3-phase motors do not require capacitors, making 
them more cost-effective and highly reliable. Fewer components mean less maintenance and 
reduced risk of failure, ensuring your lathe keeps running smoothly. 
Smooth, Adjustable Ramped Starts 
Inverters provide a fully adjustable ramped start, which: 

• Reduces start-up currents 
• Minimises mechanical stress on gears, pulleys, and bearings 
• Extends the life of your lathe’s moving parts 

This feature makes the start-up process much gentler on your machinery, giving you peace of mind 
and longer-lasting performance. 
Why Choose Us? 

• Expert support in selecting the right motor and inverter combination 
• High-quality motors and inverters suitable for lathes and other machining equipment 
• Reliable, cost-effective solutions for both industrial and hobbyist applications 
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Woodworks at Daventry - Coombe Abbey 3-Legged Stool

Thanks to Phil Steele
for turning the stool
for the competition.
He got a well desrved
second place.
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Woodworks at Daventry - Coombe Abbey Goblet

Thanks to Mike Archer for
turning the competition
goblet with captive ring.
He achieved equal third
place.
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Woodworks at Daventry - Coombe Abbey Platter

Thanks to Lee Cartwright
for turning the competition
decorated platter.
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Woodworks at Daventry - Bowls of Fruit
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Woodworks at Daventry - Stools

Woodworks at Daventry - Goblets
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Woodworks at Daventry - Platters

Woodworks at Daventry - Other Stands

Hinckley
Burcot
Cannock Chase
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Woodworks at Daventry - Other Stands

West Midlands
Tudor Rose
Trent Valley
Village Turners
West Northants
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Woodworks 2026 Results
Overall
Position Club

1 Trent Valley
2 Middlesex
3 Ise & Nene
4 Village Turners
5 Coombe Abbey

6= West Midlands
6= West Northants
8 Tudor Rose
9 Hinckley

10 Burcot
11 North Bucks
12 Heart of England
13 Cannock Chase

Best Stand
Position Club

1 West Midlands
2 Ise & Nene
3 Middlesex
4 Heart of England
5 West Northants
6 Trent Valley

7= Hinckley
7= Coombe Abbey
9 Burcot

10 Village Turners
11 Tudor Rose
12 North Bucks
13 Cannock Chase

Best Piece
Position Club

1 Village Turners
2 Trent Valley
3 Burcot
4 Hinckley
5 Ise & Nene
6 Tudor Rose

7= Middlesex
7= Coombe Abbey
9 West Northants

10= West Midlands
10= Cannock Chase
10= North Bucks

Best Goblet
Position Club

1 Ise & Nene
2 North Bucks

3= Hinckley
3= Coombe Abbey
3= Burcot
3= Middlesex
3= Trent Valley
3= Tudor Rose
3= West Midlands
3= West Northants
3= Village Turners
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Woodworks 2026 Results - continued
Best Decorated Platter
Position Club

1 Tudor Rose
2 Trent Valley
3 West Northants
4 Coombe Abbey
5 Middlesex
6 Village Turners
7 Ise & Nene
8 West Midlands
9 North Bucks

10 Hinckley
11 Burcot

Best 3-Legged Stool
Position Club

1 Middlesex
2 Coombe Abbey
3 Village Turners

4= Hinckley
4= Trent Valley
6 West Midlands

7= West Northants
7= Ise & Nene
9 North bucks

10 Tudor Rose
11 Burcot
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Club at Coombe Abbey on the May Bank Holiday

Raffle tickets, charity
items, a powered lathe
and a pole lathe.

Left: Rod turning on the
powered lathe.

Below: Phil turning on
the pole lathe.
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Offset Bowl with Insert 22/5/2026
By Rob Sheehan

This is my take on a Rick Dobney demo that I saw at
Tudor Rose. The first bowl is offset with a decorative
bead around the bowl. The second bowl is offset and has
a contrasting coloured bowl inset.

A light-coloured bowl blank approx 9” di-
ameter. True centre marked and an offset
marked 16mm from the centre. Align the
grain horizontally and mark the offset hori-
zontally from the true centre. Drill 8mm
holes for a screw chuck at both marks.

Holding the blank on the true centre, turn it
to round and true up the bottom. Cut a
chucking recess or spigot. I chose a recess to
fit my 100mm Axminster jaws. Shape the
bottom of the bowl and apply a finish.

Hold the blank on the recess and true up the
face. The face MUST be absolutely flat.
Check with a rule across the face and adjust
as necessary.

Mount the bowl on a screw chuck in the
offset hole. Keeping the speed low, hollow
out a bowl on the offset centre. This wants
to be as deep as possible so that the finished
bowl is practical as well as decorative.
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Leave a small flat
area outside of the
offset bowl and turn
a bead about 10mm
wide.

Another version.
This time in spalted
Beech. I chose to
make a vertical off-
set in this case  as the
top had very little
spalting and the
bowl cut into some
spalting deeper in
the blank.
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Rob Sheehan Offset Bowl with Insert - continued

Using a “Blue Peter” bowl turned with
a hollowed out offset bowl but no bead,
I started on the second half of the demo.
Taking careful measurements of the
width and depth of the offset bowl, I
started on the bowl insert, using a piece
of Black Walnut, to contrast with the
Sycamore of the main bowl.

The insert bowl was turned on a screw
chuck. I turned the smallest chucking
spigot to keep as much depth in the
bowl as possible. The inset bowl has a
5mm rim that will sit on the face of the
main bowl.

The shape is trial and error. While the
inset bowl is spinning on the lathe,
press the main bowl onto the inset bowl.
It will leave burn marks on the inset
bowl. Turn away these areas until the
bow fits perfectly.

The inset bowl sanded, sealed,
waxed and polished.
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The finished Sycamore bowl with Black Walnut offset insert.

Having got the insert bowl to the correct size, re-mount the main bowl on
the lathe using button jaws or a rubber friction pad with pressure from the
tail stock. Remove the chucking spigots. Sand, seal, wax and polish the
base.
The wall thickness is much thicker than with an ordinary bowl. This can’t
be helped due to the need for two chucking spigots and the offset bowl.
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Some of Rob Sheehan’s Work

Above: Walnut burr turned on 3 cen-
tres, then hand carved to create the
large centre bowl.

Right: Lidded bow in Spalted Beech.

Bottom: Scroll saw leopard clock. 420
holes drilled out then a spiral blade
inserted into each hole and the “spots”
shaped.
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Above left: Cricket ball clock and stumps.
Above right: Ewer, hollowed from both ends and plywood handle.
Below left: Pepper mills. Tall one is 2’ long.
Below right: Pen Kits.
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Danube River Cruise 17/4 - 24/4/2026
by Rob Sheehan

8 days, 7 nights aboard
Riviera Travel’s boat
along the Danube from
Budapest in Hungary, to
Linz  in Austria and
back again. About 900
km.

Above:
Our boat. 86
passengers, all
singles. About 80
women and 6 men!

Above:
Buda Castle in
Budapest.

Left:
Durnstein. King
Richard was held
captive in the castle
on the hill.
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Left:
Bratislava Castle.

Right:
Salzburg Fortress.

Below:
Hofburg Palace,
Vienna.
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CoombeTeaching
Steph turned a very nice bowl on her second lesson with tutor Rob
Sheehan.
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Items For Sale
Disclaimer

The club is not responsible for any item appearing on these pages. The
buyer and seller must make their own arrangements as to the condition,
suitability, delivery, payment and price etc.

Workzone Lathe For Sale

Offers in the region of £170.00.
See Mike Smith at Coombe Abbey Wood Turners

Or ring 07866192621.
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Items for Sale - continued

Former club member Peter Doonan is downsizing. Contact Pete on
petedoonan72@gmail.com if you are interested in any item. Collection

only from CV6 1PR.

Vicmarc 175 lathe £1800 ono. Two chucks
and many accessories also available.

Wood - £5 per spindle or bowl blank.

mailto:petedoonan72@gmail.com
mailto:petedoonan72@gmail.com
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Items for Sale - continued

Wood - £5 per spindle or bowl blank.

Axminster planer thicknesser.
Refurbished by Axminster. £100.

Table saw. Rip fence
+ mitre fence. £50.

mailto:petedoonan72@gmail.com
mailto:petedoonan72@gmail.com
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Items for Sale - continued

Samuel Baldwin is selling the following items.
sambaldwin36@gmail.com
Collection only from Daventry area.

Robert Sorby Wood Lathe Pro Upgrade: 1HP Leeson DC Motor & Dart
Variable Speed  £516.70 ono.

mailto:sambaldwin36@gmail.com
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Lots of tools for sale. Sensible offers please.

Items for Sale - continued

mailto:sambaldwin36@gmail.com
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Notices
Stratford Racecourse Family Day

We have been invited to Stratford Racecourse family day on Sunday 12th
July. We plan to take a powered lathe & generator, the pole lathe, raffle
tickets, charity items and items for sale. It will be another chance to test
out our new gazebo. Volunteers please, to help on the day.

50/50 Raffle
The winner of the May raffle was Paddy Byrne

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Activities of other clubs in the Midlands area
As a matter of courtesy and to ensure that there is space available to accommodate
members wishing to visit other clubs demo’s, please use the contact telephone number
where shown.

North Warwickshire & Hinckley Woodturners
Tuesday June 2 Hands-On
Tuesday June 16 Hands-On

Contact Rob Sheehan 07905185122
—------------------------------------------------------

Tudor Rose Woodturners
Thursday 11 June  Hands ON. FLOWERS
Thursday 25 June  Emma Cook Demonstration

Contact Colin Smith 07939-004375 communications@tudor-rose-turners.co.uk
—------------------------------------------------------

West Midlands Woodturners
Sunday 28th June  Demonstration – Steve Kearvell

Contact  Chris Jones 07580 195561  crjones5691@gmail.com
—------------------------------------------------------

West Northants Woodturners

Wednesday 3rd June Turning Duel
Wednesday 17th June Hands On

Contact  Tom Donnely 01327 349093
—------------------------------------------------------

Trent Valley Woodturners

Wednesday TBD

Contact  Ian Ethell https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
—------------------------------------------------------

Heart of England Woodturners

Friday 12th June - Keith Fenton

Contact  Giles Dugmore (Chair)​ 0779 2424775

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Coombe Woodturners Branded Items for Sale
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Clarification to the above notice:

The charge does NOT apply to tutors who are teaching a student, nor to
committee members when attending a committee meeting.

Workshop Notice
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Coming up
Friday 28th August. Demo by TBD. Shilton

Next Meeting
Friday 26th June. Demo by Paddy Byrne. Shilton

Meeting Locations:
(W) Walsgrave Baptist Church, 10am - 4pm

Hinckley Road, Coventry, CV2 2EX.
(S) Shilton Village Hall, 6:30pm - 9pm

Wood Lane, Shilton, CV7 9JZ
 (C) Coombe Abbey Workshop 10am - 12 noon, 1pm - 3pm

Brinklow Rd, Coventry CV3 2AB

Calendar of Events 2026
Mar 6/7 Fri/Sat Newark Show

14 Sat W Chris Parker

April 5/6 Sun/Mon C Easter Bank Holiday

12 Sun Daffodil Festival, Monks Kirby

24 Fri S Lee Cartwright

May 1/2 Fri/Sat Woodworks at Daventry

4 Mon C Early May Bank Holiday

9 Sat Town Thorns  Care Home

22 Fri S Rob Sheehan

25 Mon C Spring Bank Holiday

Jun 13 Sat Broughton Astley Carnival

26 Fri S Paddy Byrne

Jul 12 Sun Stratford Race Course

Aug 2 Sun Town Thorns  Care Home

28 Fri S TBD

30/31 Sun/Mon C August Bank Holiday

Sept 5 Sat W Pottery - Giles Headley

25 Fri S Phil Steele & Paddy Byrne

Oct 10/11 Sat/Sun AWGB Festival, Stratford

23 Fri S Ian Ethel

Nov 14 Sat W Robert Till

Dec 12 Sat W Christmas Party


