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This Month’s Sponsor

Coombe Abbey Woodturners

NEWSLETTER

April 2025

Your logo here.

Sponsor this newsletter for £50 per year.
That gets you 12 full page adverts per year
sent to over 100 members and associates.

Contact the editor for further details.
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DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on a computer belonging to an officer of the Coombe Abbey
Woodturners. Your details are purely for the use of the Club, and are not passed to any third
party. If you object to your name, address and telephone number being held on a computer
belonging to an officer of the Club, then please write to any member of the committee.

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

Woodturning can be dangerous! Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions and safety
advice when operating power tools. Never try the techniques shown at our demonstrations or
in our Newsletter if you are unsure or the procedure does not feel safe. Always use the
guarding and other safety equipment.

The Club takes reasonable care to operate and instruct in a safe manner and strongly recom-
mends all members to follow the Club’s Health and Safety rules and the guidance notes that
the AWGB issue in their Revolutions magazine from time to time.

Committee Members and Contacts

Chairman,Treasurer
  & Membership Secretary Lee Cartwright
Vice Chairman   Giles Headley
Secretary & Library Custodian Peter Orange
Events Secretary   Patrick Byrne
Newsletter & Web Site Editor Rob Sheehan
    Graham Ball
    Graham Cashmore
    Rod Young
    Phil Steele
    Graham Hudspith

Training Coordinator  Michael Archer

Website: https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org

Copy Deadline for the May 2025 issue of the Newsletter is:-
Friday 25th April 2025

Please forward your News, Stories and Photographs to:-
  Robert Sheehan- Newsletter Editor -
  M: 07905 185122. E-mail: robsheehan@virginmedia.com

© Copyright Coombe Abbey Woodturning Club 2025
The content of this newsletter must not be copied or reproduced without the written

permission of the newsletter editor.

https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org
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From the Editor

On page 28, some more items for sale
have been added.

On page 36, trainees proudly show off
their pieces.

Coombe Woodturners branded items can
be found on page 37. See Lee or Martin
to order.

On page 38. Get your prostrate checked.

On page 39, is a clarification to the £1
Coombe workshop charge .

Our next meeting is a talk on segmented
turning by club member Bill Nicholson at
Shilton Village Hall on Friday April 25th

April is going to be a busy month. Bill’s
demo, Daffodil Sunday at Monks Kirby
and the Easter bank holiday weekend at
Coombe. See the back page for dates.

Woodworks at Daventry is on Friday 9th
and Saturday 10th May. Volunteers
please to help with the stand.

Regards
Rob
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On page 6 you will find
Paul Hannaby’s pewter
demonstration.
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Chairman’s Jottings

Hi everyone hope you are all well.

It has been a quite month as I am sure it has for
most people. I visited the Newark show a couple
of weeks ago and was nice to see some familiar
people from both Coombe and other clubs. It was

a good turn out and an interesting show as I am sure those of you that
attended, would all agree. I hope you did not spend to much money,
unlike some of us.

We had Paul Hannaby demonstrating at Walsgrave Baptist church on
Saturday 22nd March. This was a good demonstration that included
bowls with pewter rims, also lidded boxes with pewter inserts and thread
chasing. Paul also shared different ways of casting the pewter for thread
inserts and finials.

It was a good demo from Paul but was a bit disappointing I thought, from
our side as a club, that such a small number of members turned out with
only 17 in the room.

As spring seems to be getting going we look forward to the Daffodil
festival this Sunday 6th April at The Paddocks, Monks Kirby.

I look forward to seeing those members who have put their names
forward to help and demonstrate at the show, and it would be nice to see
a few more members showing their faces. I hope the weather holds up and
we all have a good show.

I would like to thank those members who have been involved with the
making of the tea set for Daventry. It is coming together well.

Also, a big thank you to Phil and Pat, for their work making the Windsor
Chair for the Raffle. It looks great.

If anyone has any donations they would like to make as prices for the
Raffle, please let us know, so we can start to put the full list of prices
together ready for the coming event throughout the year.
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One Line Philosopher:
“Mad, bad and dangerous to know.”

Lady Caroline Lamb 1812

We will be at Coombe Abbey over the Easter period

The workshop will be open on Saturday 19th and we will be having the
usual open day event on the Sunday and Bank holiday Monday. Again it
would be great if members could support this event and help with set up
and taking down equipment at the end of each day.

I look forward to seeing you over the coming weeks at club events.

That's all from me for now. I hope to see you all soon.

Stay safe, keep turning let's have a good 2025

Remember YOUR Club needs you and your support.

Regards

Lee
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Paul Hannaby
15/3/2025 by Rob Sheehan

Paul’s demo was all about using Pewter to
enhance turned projects. He uses Casting Pewter
(Tin 91%, Copper 1/2%, Antimony 8 1/2%)
from the Pewter Sheet Company. A 1Kg bar of
Pewter costs £35 to £40. Due to the weight, Paul
usually buys 10Kg at a time. He sells 750g bars
for £25. The casting pewter stays bright. Other

pewter mixes can dull over time. Paul said that
it was possible to melt pewter on a stove but the
230oC to 250oC melting temperature is difficult
to maintain. He prefers to use an electric
melting pot (designed for casting bullets),
where the temperature can be accurately
maintained. Paul’s “Lee IV” melting pot
currently retails for about £130. For
safety, he wears welding gloves and
goggles when using the pot. Paul uses
either MDF for his moulds or high temper-
ature silicon. The MDF contains no mois-
ture so it doesn’t erupt when in contact
with hot pewter. Natural timbers, even
when kiln dried, can contain moisture. The
MDF also turns well and therefore makes
good moulds. However, when releasing
the pewter from the MDF moulds, Paul has to turn away a
narrow band either side of the pewter so the mould cannot
be used to produce multiple copies. High temperature
silicon is flexible so, once the pewter has been cast, the
mould can be opened up to release the casting without
damaging the mould. Paul uses a matching set of silicon
moulds for his threaded box inserts.

http://www.pewtersheet.co.uk/
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http://www.pewtersheet.co.uk/
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

Above: MDF mould for a pewter bowl rim.

Right: Mould ready for pouring. Stack of
timber below mould to raise it up close to
the pouring nozzle.

Pouring the melted pewter into the
mould. The mould must be kept flat to
ensure an even pour. Paul uses a spirit
level to check this.

The bowl rim cast in pewter.
Note the uneven surface. This
must be cleaned up before use.
Paul doesn’t cast directly onto
the bowl as the hot pewter can
scorch the wood.
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued
Paul cuts a tenon on the rim of
the bowl to fit into a recess cut
into the pewter ring. This
gives a mechanical hold as
well as increasing the gluing
surface.
Paul has a thin 2mm parting
tool that matches the gap in
the tenon cutting tool. This is
used to create the matching
recess in the pewter rim.

Above: Paul’s home-made tenon cutting
tool. This ensures both shoulders of the
tenon are level with each other avoiding
any unsightly gaps when the ring is fit-
ted.

Left: Tenon cutting tool result.

The bowl and pewter
rim ready for gluing.
Paul normally uses
epoxy resin for this.
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued
The surface of the pewter is turned
smooth using a round nose scraper first,
followed by a flat scraper. The side of
the bowl and the edge of the pewter are
then turned flush.
Paul then hollows the centre of the bowl
and turns the inside of the bowl and the
inside edge of the pewter ring flush.

The hollowed bowl and pewter rim
trimmed flush. When sanding, Paul
sands the wood first, then the pewter to
avoid moving pewter dust onto the
wood. He uses cellulose sanding sealer
and cuts back with 0000 wire wool.

The rim can be left sanded to
400 grit for a brushed metal
effect or Autosol metal
polish can be used to create a
shiny finish.
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

High temperature sili-
con moulds to create
pewter box inserts.
The silicon is flexible
so the insert can be re-
moved and the mould
used again and again.
The resulting pewter
inserts are very rough
and need cleaning up.
After cleaning, Paul
chases threads on the
inserts to create a
threaded box.

Left:
The insert for the in-
ternal thread. Paul us-
es engineering jaws to
hold the insert.

Right:
Face, edge and shoul-
der cleaned up ready
for gluing into the
box.
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

Above left: External thread box insert
straight from the mould.
Above Right: Insert faced off, edge
cleaned up and shoulder cut ready for
gluing into box.
Below Left: Insert glued into box and
sidewall cleaned up ready for thread
cutting.
Below Right: Cutting the internal
thread on the insert.



17



18

Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

Box with pewter threaded inserts. Note
the grain match. This is achieved by
removing fractions from the shoulder
of the external threads. Or by remov-
ing fractions from the end of the inter-
nal thread insert.

Threads cut in pewter.

Matching box inserts
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Above Left: Pouring a pewter box lid insert.
Above Right: Various textures on pewter.

Texturing Tools Left to Right:
Unknown texturung wheel,
Henry Taylor Decorating Elf,
Crown Spiralling & Texturing Tool,
Robert Sorby Chatter Tool.

Paul Hannaby Demo - continued
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

More textured patterns.
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Pouring a pewter finial.
Mould has a 19mm hole drilled
down the centre but not all the way
through.
Two more 10mm holes are drilled in
from the side to intersect with the
19mm hole. One about 20mm in
from the start of the 19mm hole and
one at the end. One 10mm hole is to
pour the pewter in. The other is for
the air to escape.
A plug of dense wood is turned to
block off the open end of the 19mm
hole.

Once hardened,
mount the mould
between centres
and turn away the
wooden mould.
Be careful of the
pewter sprues.

Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

The pewter finial
blank, ready for turn-
ing.
The sprues are cut off
and re-melted for the
next project.
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Paul Hannaby Demo - continued

Above: Pewter finial blank and finished finial.

Right: Pewter finial.
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Items For Sale

Disclaimer
The club is not responsible for any item appearing on these pages. The
buyer and seller must make their own arrangements as to the condition,
suitability, delivery, payment and price etc.

The following items are being sold by former Coombe Abbey club
member John Roe     johneroe@yahoo.co.uk
No prices, so make a sensible offer. Collection from Coventry.

Turning Tools

mailto:johneroe@yahoo.co.uk
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John Roe Equipment For Sale - continued

Bandsaw, Pilar drill, Belt and Disc Sander

mailto:johneroe@yahoo.co.uk
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John Roe Equipment For Sale - continued

Union Graduate lathe

Table Saw
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John Roe Equipment For Sale - continued

Carving gouges

DeWalt biscuit jointer

Various grinders

Wood
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Equipment For Sale - continued

Chest of Drawers For Sale

Don Kildin has restored this chest of drawers. It is for sale £150 ono.
Contact Don if you are interested.

Inner Bag Filter for Record Air Cleaner
New/unused inner bag filter for Record air cleaner, larger that the one at
the Coombe Abbey Workshop. Any one at the club want it?
Bruce Edhouse 07984789465
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Notices
New (Trainee) Members of the Club

Each new trainee will be offered the chance to attend two
demonstrations Free-Of-Charge.

Tutors, please tell your student about the above offer.
- by order of the committee 26/1/25

Booking Training Sessions
Michael Archer is now handling all training session bookings.

Please phone him on 02476 448311.
Do not book a session without Michael’s prior agreement.

Coombe Library
New books & DVDs have been added to the Coombe Library. See Peter
Orange  if you want to borrow a book. From time to time, Peter will bring
the books to demonstrations.

February 50/50 Raffle
Alan Roberts won £65 on February’s raffle. The same amount goes into
the Equipment Fund. The new workshop charge makes winning the raffle
a more meaningful event.

March 50/50 Raffle
Pat Hanley (ticket 191) won £56 on March’s raffle.
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Activities of other clubs in the Midlands area
As a matter of courtesy and to ensure that there is space available to accommodate
members wishing to visit other clubs demo’s, please use the contact telephone
number where shown.

North Warwickshire & Hinckley Woodturners
Tuesday April 1st Demo John Evans and Tony Baxter
Tuesday March 15th Hands-On Preparation for Daventry

Contact Rob Sheehan 07905185122
—------------------------------------------------------

Tudor Rose Woodturners
Thursday 10 April TBA
Thursday 24 April Katie Armstrong Demonstration

Contact Colin Smith 07939-004375 communications@tudor-rose-turners.co.uk
—------------------------------------------------------

West Midlands Woodturners
Sunday 27th April Demonstration – Rick Dobney

Contact  Chris Jones 07580 195561  crjones5691@gmail.com
—------------------------------------------------------

West Northants Woodturners

Wednesday 16th April TBA

Contact  Tom Donnely 01327 349093
—------------------------------------------------------

Trent Valley Woodturners

Wednesday TBD

Contact  Ian Ethell https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
—------------------------------------------------------

Heart of England Woodturners

Friday April 11th   Richard Findley Demo

Contact  Giles Dugmore (Chair) 0779 2424775

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Members’ Work

Carole Nicholson won the John
Bradbury Memorial Trophy for
the best piece at the March demo.
Paul Hannaby was the judge.
Her snail was inspired by Paddy
Byrne’s demo from last month.

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/


36

Teaching at Coombe Workshop
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Coombe Woodturners Branded Items for Sale
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Clarification to the above notice:

The charge does NOT apply to tutors who are teaching a student, nor to
committee members when attending a committee meeting.

Workshop Notice
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Calendar of Events 2025

Coming up
Saturday May 17th. Hands-On Sharpening. Coombe.

Next Meeting
Talk on Segmented Turning by Bill Nicholson

Friday April 25th at Shilton Village Hall 6:30pm - 9pm

Meeting Locations:
(W) Walsgrave Baptist Church, 10am - 4pm

Hinckley Road, Coventry, CV2 2EX.

(S) Shilton Village Hall, 6:30pm - 9pm
Wood Lane, Shilton, CV7 9JZ

 (C) Coombe Abbey Workshop 10am - 12 noon, 1pm - 3pm
Brinklow Rd, Coventry CV3 2AB

Month Date Day Location Event
Jan 4 Sat W AGM 10am Start

18 Sat C Segment making. Graham Ball
Feb 21 Fri S Snail, Paddy Byrne
Mar 15 Sat W Paul Hannaby
Apr 6 Sun Daffodil Festival

25 Fri S Segmentation. Bill Nicholson
18 -
21

Fri -
Mon

C Easter Festival of Crafts

May 09/
10/

Fri/Sat Woodworks At Daventry

17 Sat C Hands-On Sharpening
July 12 Sat W Phil Steele Windsor Chair
Sept 6 Sat W Scroll Saw. Giovanni Deida
Nov 15 Sat W TBD
Dec 13 Sat W Christmas Party


